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A forest fire-fighting organization must function 
in much the same manner as a city fire department. 
Tt must be organized under the direction of one head 
and must have foremen and subforemen for the 
crews working on the fire line. The detection organ- 
ization must be particularly keen in the technique of 
quickly discerning the slightest wisp of smoke and 
must see to it that the report is immediately sent to 
the fire dispatcher or the ranger in charge of opera- 
tions on that district. Immediately upon receipt 
of this report the ranger or dispatcher sends fire 
fighters to the location of the fire. These fire fight- 
ers take with them pack outfits, tools, and pro- 
visions. If the smoke indicates a large fire, addi- 
tional men and supplies are sent to assist. In ad- 
dition to rangers and fire guards, the many crews 
which are working throughout the forest on roads 
and trails or other improvements are used as reserves 
to augment the fire-fighting force whenever they are 
needed. When it is found that these first lines of 
defense can not cope with the situation, then addi- 
tional help is called upon from communities and 
cities throughout the adjacent region. 
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Automobile Trips 


Many trips may be made over the Wyoming For- 
est. The famous Green River Lakes, near the head 
of Green River, is one of the points that may be 
visited by automobile. This trip may be accom- 
plished by leaving the Lincoln Highway at Rock 
Springs, Granger, or Evanston, and coming north- 
ward via Pinedale, or Kemmerer and Daniel. The 
trip to the forest from the highway has many inter- 
esting historical attractions. The Old Oregon Trail 
crossing near Eden Valley, the old crossing at Names 
Hill, and the old site of Fort Bonneville, at Daniel, 
are among the interesting things one may see on this 
trip. In addition one may obtain some understand- 
ing of the vast cattle industry that is being carried 
on from the ranches passed on these routes of travel. 
Probably in the neighborhood of 50,000 to 60,000 cat- 
tle are being managed from the ranches in the Upper 
Green River Valley. There are also some sheep 
herds on ranches in this vicinity. 





New Fork Lake F-195140 


After one enters the forest in the vicinity of “ the 
Buttes,” two beautifully wooded hills at the base of 
the Wind River Mountains, the scenic attractions be- 
come more numerous. A few miles north of the 
buttes, those who are geologically inclined will find 
interest in the pits which at one time held active gey- 
sers. A little farther on the district ranger’s head- 
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mountains may well be termed a “land of a thou- 
sand lakes,” since there are many more than a thou- 
sand lakes in the region. 

Other horseback trips might be made in the Greys 
River region, which is a country of more gentle 
slopes and with a less glaciated condition appearing 
on the surface. Another good horse trail extends 
from Afton, 7 miles to the “ Periodic Spring,” up 
Swift Creek and beyond. The trip may be per- 
formed either on horseback or on foot. The spring 
itself is one that flows a large volume of water, per- 
haps 60 second-feet, and with the exception of a 
short time in about June or July, it will flow for a 
period of about 18 minutes and then stop completely 
for approximately the same length of time. So far 
as is known there are only about seven or eight other 
springs in the world performing similarly, and these 
others, in general, it is understood, do not shut off 
completely but tend more or less to fluctuate. 


SUMMER HOMES 


There are several summer homes throughout the 
forest, and particularly in the lakes region in the vi- 
cinity of Pinedale, where many people have found it 
so delightful that they have built cottages on the lake 
shores. A great many of these individuals, some 
from Eastern States, come considerable distances 
and haye invested much money in their homes to 
spend their summers in this locality, and enjoy the 
unusual surroundings. 
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In order to save valuable timber, to protect game, 
wild life, and even human life; to preserve beautiful 
camping places, and to conserve the purity of streams 
for fishing as well as for irrigation and domestic use, 
the following six rules for preventing fires should be 
carefully followed: 


1. Matches.—Be sure your match is out. Break it 
in two before you throw it away. 


bo 


. Tobacco.—Be sure that pipe ashes and cigar or 
cigarette stubs are dead before throwing them 
away. Never throw them into brush, leaves, or 
needles. 





3. Making camp.—Before building a fire, scrape 
away all inflammable material from a spot 5 
feet in diameter. Dig a hole in the center, and 
in it build your camp fire. Keep your fire 
small. Never build it against trees or logs or 
near brush. 


4. Breaking camp.—Never break camp until your 
fire is out—dead out. 


Brush burning.—Never burn slash or brush in 
windy weather or while there is the slightest 
danger that the fire will get away. 


ot 


6. How to put out a camp fire.—Stir the coals while 
soaking them with water. Turn small sticks 
and drench both sides. Wet the ground around 
the fire. If you can’t get water, stir in dirt 
instead, and tread it down until packed tight 
over and around the fire. Be sure the last 
spark is dead. 





BURNED TIMBER PRODUCES NO REVENUE 











Next to fire perhaps insects are the greatest de- 
stroyers of timber. Throughout all forested regions 
the damage done by these silent workers is said to 
rival that of damage by fire, which is considered to 
be the greatest of forest enemies. 





Put out your camp fire bec adie 


Throughout the Wyoming Forest insects are doing 
considerable damage, but particularly is this the case 
in the Greys River region. Here an insect known as 
the Mountain Pine Beetle (Dendroctonus monticola) 
has become a serious menace to all lodgepole pine 
timber, and in recent years has done more damage 
to this forest than have fires. The insect does its 
deadly work by boring through the bark and then 





IT IS YOUR FOREST—HELP KEEP IT GREEN 

















HLIVAM OITHNd—-HLIVAM WAV SLSHAOT 











*(munujabua 
pag) enads uurupesuyy pux ‘(vdumoorsn) sqy) 
ay ourdpy ‘(nyofeang vbnsjopnasg) ay sepsnod: 
‘(punhn.umu snug) eurd epodespory orn pozuesordot 
seroeds pedrourmd ey, “jSotog TRUOeN Surow0d Ah 
OY} UO LOGUIT, FO 400F OOO‘OOO'GET'F SWUOS OL” BLOT, 


UAL 


[Id Jo opis op!soddo uo wworyg ‘sory oy} ,, UL SuLjworg ,, 
eezest-a 





‘sAep AyTavo ut saoddeay 
puUe S19JUNY TOF SNOAZIpPUI SNOUILE B SBAL YOU AL Of [TA 
-9uuog 410 4q plo Fo O}IS 9} SYAVUL FUOLUNUOUT TotyjOUR 
Jeturqg Fo you ysne “OFT ‘¢ AtnE ‘ourMOA AY FO 
9781S olf} UL SSvUT qSIf Ol} PIs JoUIged LoyzV yy eLoyAr 
yods OY} SyrvUr Ory qUOUINUOTY JoUIgeqd VY} Woes 
eq Avur ‘aruvq Fo ots quesead oy} 4v “AOATY Woot) Jo 
SUISSOID [IVAY, Iopurry oy} FO YA.ALou oy 07 9[I9T, VW 

‘[LV1y oy Suope opqruasosrp [IVs soavas 
[@1eAes 9} Aq UdAIS SE Yorya Fo Q0UEPTAd quoeyis 





quarters are passed. From here on the road skirts 
the south side of the river and one then begins to 
understand the beauties of the region from the occa- 
sional glimpses of the river along with the wooded 
hills and more or less open meadows. Upon reach- 
ing the lake, which is nestled between two ranges of 
mountains rising abruptly on either side, one obtains 
the real thrill of the trip in the first view. Camping 
here at the lake is delightful throughout any of the 
summer months. 

Another interesting automobile trip may be made 
into the Greys River country which is on the Snake 
River slope. This trip may be made by leaving 





Fisherman’s camp on East Fork River 


the Oregon Trail highway at Cokevyille and going 
through Star Valley, which is a beautiful farming 
community, and thence to the mouth of Greys River. 
It also may be reached by taking the road northeast 
from Idaho Falls. From the mouth of Greys River 
one may proceed up the river for a distance of some 
25 to 30 miles by automobile. This road is generally 
not very wide, but very satisfactory for moderate 
driving. A number of camp grounds have been im- 
proved in this region by the Forest Service. 

In this region one may do considerable fishing. 
Because of the great number of tourists, however, 
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FOLLOWING ARE FIVE RULES FOR PROTEC- 
TION OF HEALTH WHILE CAMPING 


= 


. Drinking water.—Mountain streams will not 
purify themselves in a few hundred feet. Boil 
or chlorinate all suspected water. 


2. Garbage.—Burn or bury all garbage, paper, tin 
cans, and old clothes. 





. Excretions.—Bury all human excrement a foot 
deep, and at least 200 feet from streams, lakes, 
or springs. 


Co 


4. Toilets.—Toilets should be at least 200 feet from 
streams and not in gulches. Use public toilets 
where available. They are properly located. 


or 


. Reporting.—Report all violations or unsanitary 
conditions to the nearest health officer or forest 
officer. 


Observe rules and endeavor to have others do the 
same. National and State laws impose heavy penal- 
ties on violators. 





GUARD AGAINST STREAM POLLUTION 
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fishing very often is not the best in Greys River, but 
an annual fish stocking program is being carried on 
for these waters so as to keep up as good fishing as 
possible. 

There are many other automobile trips, which may 
be made to various lakes and scenic areas throughout 
the forest, among them being Big Sandy Openings, 
at the extreme southeast end of the forest. One may 
also make trips to Halfmoon Lake, Fremont Lake, 
and New Fork Lake in the vicinity of Pinedale. 
These are all relatively large bodies of water, rang- 
ing all the way from 2 or 3 miles to 6 and 8 in extent. 





Neg AS } : aes 
Looking across New Fork Lake F-31081-A 





Trail Trips 


Perhaps one of the most interesting trail trips may 
be experienced by taking a pack outfit at the end of 
the auto road at Green River Lake and proceeding 
on up through the canyon. The massive high walls 
of the canyon, together with the beautiful iakes and 
streams, as well as wooded slopes and open grassy 
meadows, make the trip really delightful. As one 
goes up the canyon over a good horse trail he passes 
at the base of “Old Square Top,” a great massive 
granite rock rising some 3,000 feet above the bottom 
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ADMINISTRATION 


In order that the forest may be properly and con- 
veniently administered, the Wyoming is divided into 
seven ranger districts, each directly in charge of a 
ranger who has his headquarters either within the 
forest or in some town in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. The rangers and the forest as a whole are 
under the direction of a forest supervisor and assist- 
ant forest supervisor who have headquarters at Kem- 
merer, Wyo. In addition there are generally one or 
two special assistants with headquarters in the super- 





Ranger’s headquarters in winter F-186480 


visor’s office who are engaged upon special work, 
such as timber cruising. Besides the regular force 
of district rangers, the organization during the sum- 
mer season is augmented by an additional force of 
guards and temporary laborers, particularly during 
the season of highest forest-fire hazard. During the 
seasons of greatest fire hazard, a lookout is main- 
tained on Wyoming Peak which is connected by tele- 
phone with the supervisor’s office as well as with the 
district ranger’s headquarters, so that prompt re- 
ports of any fire starting on the forest may be re- 
ceived and action taken immediately to set the fire- 
fighting organization in motion. 
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cutting a channel, usually wp and down the tree, be- 
tween the bark and the wood. When many insects 
cut these channels, they interrupt the regular flow 
of the sap and sooner or later the tree must die. 

The Government has spent many thousands of dol- 
lars annually in its attempt to stop the progress of 
this epidemic in the Greys River region. 


LIVESTOCK 


Throughout all this mountainous country there 
are many meadows and slopes covered with grass 
and shrubs which are highly valuable for grazing of 
livestock. There are some 30,000 head of cattle and 
horses and some 250,000 sheep authorized to graze 
on this forest during the summer months. These 





Cattle grazing is an important industry on Upper Green River 


stock graze mostly during the months of June, July, 
August, September, and October. Land owners in 
and adjacent to the forest realize a very material 
value in meat production from this grazing. For 
example, lambs coming on to the forest generally 
weigh about 35 pounds each and leave the forest 





PREACH AND PRACTICE CARE WITH FIRE 
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of the canyon. On the trip through the canyon 
many waterfalls, snow banks, and perhaps wild life, 
will be seen. Particularly noticeable is the peculiar 





Fremont Peak from Island Lake 
light-green coloration of the water in this region, 
from which no doubt Green River obtained its name. 
This coloration is caused by the grinding of the rocks 





Mount Gannett and toe of glacier showing terminal moraine 


by the glaciers at the very head of the river. If one 
is so inclined he may climb to these glaciers. The 
major glacier, lying on the Green River side of the 
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Duties of Forest Rangers 


In addition to the detection and suppression of 
fires a district forest ranger has many and varied 
duties to perform. Among these may be listed the 
supervision of construction and maintenance work 
on trails and road projects, the building of telephone 
lines, cabins, and other structures. He must mark or 
supervise the marking of timber which is to be cut 
and supervise the actual cutting to see that good sil- 
vicultural practices are followed. He must also 


] 





Forest rangers at a winter meeting in the timber — F-24737 


supervise the grazing of many thousands of sheep 
and cattle which feed upon the national forest each 
season. In doing his work the ranger must go into 
every part of his district. He becomes very well ac- 
quainted with conditions prevailing in every section 
of his territory. He is therefore able to give tourists 
and travelers reliable information. The ranger dis- 
tricts on this forest with addresses are as follows: 


Cokeyille District.. 
Big Piney District. 
Sherman Distric 
Bedford District. 
Afton District. 
Green River District. 
Fremont. District. 


Cokeyille, Wyo. 
Big Piney, Wyo. 
Daniel, Wyo. 
Bedford, Wyo. 
Afton, Wyo. 
Kendall, Wyo. 
Pinedale, Wyo. 
















FIRE IS THE DESTROYER—PREVENT FOREST 
FIRES 
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weighing about 70 pounds each, thereby making an 
individual gain of 100 per cent, or for the 200,000 
lambs involved, a total gain of 7,000,000 pounds of 
choice lamb during the summer months. 
Customarily herds of cattle and flocks of sheep are 
admitted to the forest after the vegetation has ob- 
tained sufficient growth to be grazed without weaken- 
ing the plants. After the stock are admitted they 
are generally kept on ranges where forage is more or 
less mature and not allowed on the higher and later 
maturing range until it also is ready. What is 





Sheep grazing on the National Forest 


known as deferred and rotation grazing is practiced 
on most of the ranges. By this method the stock are 
moved from one section of the range to another in 
much the same manner as pastures are rotated on the 
farm, thus providing for certain portions of the for- 
age on the range to mature and seed each year. 
Within the Green River Valley there are many 
famous cattle ranches handling large numbers of 
cattle, some of them having in the neighborhood of 
4,000 head. The principal sheep-raising communi- 
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ties are in the vicinity of Cokeville and Rock Springs 
where there are large outfits, some of them owning 
as many as 30,000 sheep. 

In early days the Green River region, as well as 
adjacent country, was the scene of many range wars 
between sheep and cattle interests, both contending 
for the valuable grazing lands of the territory. 


IMPROVEMENTS 


Roads and trails are perhaps the most important 
improvements on the forest for the use of the general 
public and to enable the rangers to properly admin- 





Sheep bridges are necessary for the animals to cross the turbulent 
streams of this region 


ister and protect the forest resources. Fifteen hun- 
dred miles of trails and 125 miles of road have been 
built. These roads and trails are maintained in serv- 
iceable condition each year by special crews or by the 
local force of rangers. In addition to these improve- 
ments there are many others, such as telephone lines, 
cabins, and other structures used for headquarters 
for rangers and other men working on the forest. 
There are about 260 miles of telephone lines ramify- 
ing throughout the forest, to facilitate forest work 
and administration and for use in emergency such as 
fires, accidents, etc. These telephones are available 
for use by the public. 
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Wind River Mountains, is probably 2 miles by one- 
half mile in extent. There are other smaller glaciers 
in the immediate vicinity and on the east side of the 
mountain, over the mountain range on the Washakie 
Forest. However, this trip should not be attempted 
if one expects to get back to his pack outfit the same 
day. All of this general high region shows much of 





Balanced Rock near Swift Creek F-190035 


the typical glaciated topography, such as the ice 
streams, the snow fields, the frontal and lateral mo- 
raines and crevices, which are so often found in large 
glaciers. 

Among the lofty peaks of this region is Mount 
Gannett, the highest in the State of Wyoming, even 
higher than the Grand Teton, its elevation being 
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CORRELATION OF USES 


There are many and various uses of the resources 
on the national forest and these must be so corre- 
lated that optimum results may be obtained from 
all. At the same time the permanency of each must 
be assured. ‘The needs of each resource must be ad- 
justed so that it will interfere least with the other 





F-15209 


Difficulties experienced in breaking out roads for hauling ties to 
landings on banks of streams 


resources. For example, grazing and timber use 
must be correlated with recreation and game uses 
and with other uses. Therefore the ranger must 
carefully plan for the management of all so that 
they may be equally appreciated and enjoyed. 
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13,785 feet. As is customarily the condition in a 
glaciated country, many lakes dot this high area. It 
is an ideal country for fishing, many of the lakes 
having been stocked with trout by the Forest Service. 
If one desires mountain climbing, opportunities are 
plentiful, because over much of this territory even 
horses are unable to make their way. This general 
region above lower Green River Lake has been desig- 
nated as the Bridger “ primitive area” to be left in 
its present natural condition without the evidence of 
human development other than necessary trails used 
in the protection of the area from fire, in the protec- 
tion of gamé animals, and for the bare accommoda- 
tion of the general public in hiking through these 
mountains. It has also been designated as a game 
preserve. In making this trip, therefore, one may 
experience the thrill of passing through a virgin ter- 
ritory. There are many game animals—elk, moose, 
bear, deer, and mountain sheep—which remain in 
this region yearlong, as well as many other smaller 
animals. Everywhere there is ample vegetation for 
all game animals during the summer months; how- 
ever, during the winter périod provision must be 
made for them; so a fence has been built by the For- 
est Service a few miles below Green River Lake, to 
protect the area above the fence from the grazing of 
domestic stock. The area immediately above the 
fence is one of light snowfall, and by preserving the 
vegetation so that it is not consumed during the sum- 
mer months it remains available for game animals 
during winter, when a great many large game ani- 
mals feed contentedly in this section. 

There are many other interesting trail trips on this 
forest. A little farther south on the same range of 
mountains, there is a very interesting horseback 





THE NEXT FELLOW WILL APPRECIATE YOUR 
CLEAN CAMP 
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COMMUNITY BENEFIT FROM THE FOREST 


Twenty-five per cent of the gross funds received 
by the Forest Service from sale of timber, grazing 
fees, summer home sites, resort rentals, etc., is re- 
turned to the counties in which the forest is located 
in lieu of taxes and to be used for roads and schools. 
Also 10 per cent of all receipts is expended by the 
Forest Service for roads and trails within the na- 
tional forest. In addition to this there is much 
other forest money expended by the Federal Goy- 





The Sentinels. Head of East Fork River 


ernment in the building of roads and trails in and 
adjacent to the forest. Considering the direct ap- 
propriations and the 25 per cent which is returned 
to the counties in lieu of taxes, the Government has 
been expending for the past several years on ad- 
ministration and development considerably more 
than it received from timber and other resources in 
Wyoming. 





EVERY FOREST FIRE MEANS LESS WATER 
FOR STREAM FLOW AND DOMESTIC USE 
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EVERYBODY LOSES WHEN TIMBER BURNS 











Awheel and Afoot on the Wyoming Forest 


Special Points of Interest 


pee 


. Green River Lakes and glaciers at the head of 
Green River, 


iss} 


. The general large and small lakes region from 
Newfork Lake south to Big Sandy Creek, all on 
the southeast portion of the forest. 


8. Greys River, located on the northwest portion of 
forest. 


cs 


. The Periodic Spring, 7 miles east of Afton, Wyo. 
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trip, leaving Pinedale and going through to the base 
of Fremont Peak or southward over reasonably good 





F-28167-A 
Cowboys catching their horses in rope corral—Silvyer Creek Range 


horse trails to the extreme south end of the forest. 
On this trip one will encounter practically the same 


PERIODIC SPRING 
Every 36 minutes this surging spring starts to flow. After flowing 
18 minutes it ceases to flow for the next 18 minutes 
general type of topography, there being many large 
as well as small lakes. In fact this whole range of 
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